Tales of King Arthur

Folk Literature

Legends – Fold Tales – Fables – Myths – Tall Tales

Time: Three weeks
Materials:

Prentice Hall Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes, 2002,Bronze

Usborne’s Tales of King Arthur, 1984
BACK TO THE CLASSICS: King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table, Frank Schaffer Publications
Pre-Activity

1. Students will use the Handbook of Literary Terms in the literature book to define the different genres of Folk Literature: Myths, Fables, Folk Tales, Tall Tales, and Legends. (pgs. R5-11, R37)

2. Students will highlight those traits that are exclusive to each.
3. Students will circle those traits that are similar.
Discuss (Prior Knowledge)

1. Discuss the different ways stories have been passed from person-to-person and generation-to-generation
2. Discuss the purpose of each of the genres of Folk Literature
3. Oral tradition—Students will determine


a. the reason for oral tradition

b. the purpose of the oral tradition

c. the results of oral tradition.

Introduce Tales of King Arthur

Pre-Discussion:

1. What do students know about King Arthur?

2. Students will determine that King Arthur is a Legend. 
3. Describe what makes someone a hero.
4. Writing – Write about a “hero” you know. Explain why that person is your hero.
5. Use information from BACK TO THE CLASSICS: King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table for additional discussion and information.
Grammar Connection:

1. Daily Oral Language – Medieval Times (One per week – three weeks)
2. Daily Language Practice (PH: Writing and Grammar) Weeks 30-34
Vocabulary Connection:

      1.   Teacher-created Cloze Vocabulary activity using context clues
Reading:
1. Students will read Tales of King Arthur as a class using the teacher-created Study Guide.

2. Students will use BACK TO THE CLASSICS: King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table for added information.

During Reading Activities
1. Study Guide

2. Coat of Arms

3. Letter from

a. Lancelot to King Arthur

b. Guinevere to King Arthur

c. King Arthur to Merlin

d. Other

4. BACK TO THE CLASSICS

a. Chapters 7 and 8

b. Summarize the two chapters

c. Compare Beaumains to Percival

5. Describe what Loyalty means. Write own Code of Honor.

6. BACK TO THE CLASSICS
a. Read about Galahad and the Holy Grail on pages 49-52.

b. “Dear Diary” activity on page 53.

Reading Connection – Students will

1. Locate examples of similes and metaphors in the reading

2. Identify events that advance the plot and determine how each event explains past or present action or foreshadows (provides clues to) future action.

3. Analyze characterization as shown through a character’s thoughts, words, speech patterns, and actions; the narrator’s description; and the thoughts, words, and actions of other characters.

4. Identify and analyze themes — such as bravery, loyalty, friendship, and loneliness — which appear in many different works.

5. Contrast points of view - such as first person, third person, limited and omniscient, and subjective and objective - in narrative text and explain how they affect the overall theme of the work.

Final Activities:
1. Pearson Education Student Activity Sheet – Folk Literature

2. PH: Academic and Workplace Activity Book page 50 – Reading Myths, Legends, and Folk Tales.

3. Character – Character Map
4. Write responses to literature that:
a. Develop interpretations that show careful reading, understanding, and insight. 

b. Organize interpretations around several clear ideas, premises, or images from the literary work. 

c. Justify interpretations through sustained use of examples and evidence from the text.

5. Write summaries of reading materials that: 

a. Include the main ideas and most significant details. 

b. Use the student’s own words, except for quotations. 

c. Reflect underlying meaning, not just the superficial details.
Assessment

1. Teacher-created test

2. Teacher-created Cloze test -- Vocabulary

3. Oral discussion/presentation

Projects – Oral Presentation

1. Create-A-Knight Poster/Power Point

2. Build-A-Castle

3. Marketplace Banner
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